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upon the Cabinet the folly of sending more troops to
Italy.

General Petain called on Douglas on his way to London.
It appears that he had been asked to attend the conference
but had been given no information regarding it or reason
why he should be present He was very anxious that Douglas
should accompany him to London because he felt that they
two should be united in their dealings with both French
and British politicians. On his return to France he told
Douglas that he had refused to meet the War Cabinet except
in Douglas's presence, but that he had had a meeting with
Lloyd George at which he had suggested that Douglas
should command all the troops in the area from the sea to
the Aisne and that he would be in command of all the rest
of the forces on the Western Front including those operat-
ing in Italy.

After the conference in London, Douglas met Lloyd
George in Paris while the latter was on his way to Italy.
Douglas was informed that the French and British Govern-
ments intended to form an Inter-Allied Supreme War
Council and that it would consist of the Prime Minister and
another member of the government and one general. The
British and French generals were to be Sir Henry Wilson
and Foch respectively. Lloyd George complained that
hitherto his suggestions regarding operations in France had
always been overruled by the General Staff, but Douglas
pointed out that he had never acted on their advice inasmuch
as that he had dispersed the forces instead of concentrating
all the available man power and guns on the western front

It was in November 1917 that Douglas wrote to me
saying that he thought Lloyd George would make an appeal
to the public, posing as the saviour of his country and saying
that if only his suggestions had been followed instead of
the bad advice of the General Staff then all would have been
well!